Among the various difficulties which the dentist has to encoun-ter in the treatment of many complicated diseases of the mouth, are those cases where the teeth are found in so carious a state, that, in cutting away the dead and inflamed parts, with a view of preserving them by filling up the cavity with some metal, the nerve of the tooth, together with its accompanying artery and vein, are laid bare, and not unfrequently wounded. When this accident arises from the unskilfulness of the operator, the patient is indeed to be pitied; for in such hands the preservation of his teeth is hardly possible, inasmuch as the requisite operation requires great skill and judgment. But the nerve of the tooth is also often laid bare, not oqly without any fault of the operator, but frequently as an unavoidable consequence of the form and condition of the disease. It may happen when the cavity of the tooth is formed very irregularly, by which the operator is deceived; or it may take place when the caries and inflammation * This paper we copy from the American Medical Recorder. We understand that the author has settled in tJu&iOKJi, and we feel pleasure in the opportunity thus afforded of introducing him to the favourable notice of our readers.
of preserving them by filling up the cavity with some metal, the nerve of the tooth, together with its accompanying artery and vein, are laid bare, and not unfrequently wounded. When this accident arises from the unskilfulness of the operator, the patient is indeed to be pitied; for in such hands the preservation of his teeth is hardly possible, inasmuch as the requisite operation requires great skill and judgment. But the nerve of the tooth is also often laid bare, not oqly without any fault of the operator, but frequently as an unavoidable consequence of the form and condition of the disease. It may happen when the cavity of the tooth is formed very irregularly, by which the operator is deceived; or it may take place when the caries and inflammation 390 Original Communications. have already penetrated through the whole side of the tooth; in which case, it is better to expose the nerve than to suffer it to remain covered with a portion of dead bony substance, by which it will be continually irritated and ultimately destroyed. It may also occur when the tooth has been previously filled up with metal in an unskilful manner, so that the disease is thereby accelerated in its destructive progress, and a repetition of the operation rendered necessary. In such a case, it is necessary to cut away so much of the substance of the bone as will remove all the carious parts, and to acquire a sufficient hold to retain the metal with firmness in tha cavity, in consequence of which the exposure of the nerve becomes unavoidable. Again, the nerve may be exposed when the disease of the tooth is so situated as to require the removal of a very large portion of the tooth, in order that the diseased part may be fairly brought t0
view, and the cavity cleared of its dead and inflamed parts. 
